5 KEYS FOR BEING AN EFFECTIVE COWBOY PREACHER
1.  Keep it short


Keep your messages around 25 minutes give or take, the average adult attention 
span is around 15 minutes.  You can have a great message and if it is 45 minutes 
long nobody will remember it, they will just remember that you are long winded.

2.  Keep it simple


No matter what the subject matter of your message is preach in such a way that a 
7th grader could understand it.  The people God called you to preach to are not 
dumb but they like things straight and to the point.

3. Keep it culturally relevant


Use imagery, metaphors and stories that relate to the western culture and make the 
connection from the scripture to real life applications that these people can take 
home and use.  Avoid church culture words and church culture speak even in 
praying.  Use a translation that is easy to understand by everyday folks.   King 
James was a fine fellow but his translation is not written in modern day 
English.  There are several translations of God's word that are translated from the 
original Greek, Aramaic and Hebrew text that are written where people can 
understand it, you will be more effective in your ministry to use one of these.
4. Use an outline

Don't write down everything you are going to say but always have an outline that 
has key word, phrases or scriptures to keep you on track if you lose your train of 
thought or get side tracked while preaching.  Many times inexperienced preachers 
will preach on the fly without an outline and end up preaching multiple messages, 
all of them may be good but if there not related or tied together  the congregation 

will be so busy trying to make the connections that they will miss the original 
point.  Having an outline will help you accomplish the first three keys.

5. Never preach to problem people from the pulpit.  


Do not misuse God's hour do deliver a point you want to make.  You might get 
your point across to the few but what about the many. If you are dealing with 
problems all week and not spending quite time with God, naturally you may think 
that the problem must be what God wants you to preach on.  Be sure to spend 
enough time with God that he can let you know what he wants you to say.
Keep in mind that these keys will only work if you are prayed up and are God inspired and preaching from God's Holy Word.

